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The first, constitutive meeting European Union - Serbia Stabilization and Association 

Parliamentary Committee (SAPC) was opened on 15 November 2013 at 15h12. The meeting was 

chaired by SAPC Co-Chairmen: Mr Ivan Andrić, MP and Mr Eduard Kukan, MEP. At the beginning 

the Speaker of the National Assembly, Mr Nebojša Stefanović, and the first Vice Prime Minister of the 

Serbian Government, Mr Aleksandar Vučić bid welcome to the participants.  
The meeting was attended by the Members of the European Parliament: Mr Jelko Kacin, Ms 

Kinga Gal, Mr Laios Bokros, Mr György Schöphlin, Mr Andrej Plenković, Ms Ana Ibrisagić 

and Mr Marino Baldini. On behalf of the Serbian Parliament the meeting was attended by the 

following SAPC Memebrs: Ms Aleksandra Tomić, SAPC Vice Chair, Ms Jadranka 

Joksimović, Mr Veroljub Arsić, Mr László Varga, Ms Nataša Vučković, Mr Ivan Jovanović, 

Ms Dijana Vukomanović, Mr Stefana Miladinović, Mr Slobodan Samrdžić, Ms Suzana 

Grubješić, Ms Vera Paunović, Mr Milorad Mijatović and Mr Mladen Grujić, as well as SAPC 

substitute members: Ms Irena Vujović, Ms Maja Gojković, Mr Dragan Šormaz, Mr Ljuban 

Panić, Ms Jovana Mehandžić Đurđić. Also other Serbian MPs took part in the meeting.      

Co-chairman Andrić expressed his pleasure with the fact that the status of interparliamentary 

relations between two parliaments was raised to a higher level by the EU-Serbia Stabilisation 

and Association Agreement (SAA). He reminded that this cooperation was already intensive 

in last years. He added that Serbia’s priority goal was to become EU member state, stressing 

that Serbia should benefit from the accession process, emerging from it as a more stable, 

secure, and economically stronger, and as a state which is better based on rule of law.    

Co-chairman Kukan welcomed the new stage of the relations. He underscored that that 

Serbia-EU relationship was substantially improved by the decision to open membership 

negotiations, which indicates that Serbia made a major progress on the EU path. He pointed 

out at the special support to Serbia’s accession in the European Parliament.    

Speaker Stefanović welcomed positive evaluation given by the European Council, expressed 

through the historic decision on launching the membership negotiations with Serbia. The 
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Speaker underscored that the work of the National Assembly received high positive 

evaluation in the European Commission's Progress Report and stated that the Assembly over 

the current year passed a few important systemic laws by means of which the national 

legislation would be harmonised with the acquis communautaire. He added that the process of 

consultation with the Government and with other stakeholders had been improved, and special 

emphasis was placed on public hearings. He stated that the work of the National Assembly 

was evaluated as a more transparent compared to the past. Mr Stefanović reminded that one of 

the first documents on the European integration - Resolution on the Serbian association with 

the EU - was adopted in the Assembly.   

First Deputy Prime Minister Vučić welcomed the National Assembly's exceptionally active 

role. He highlighted that the Assembly was the place of all significant discussions. He 

underlined the Government's efforts to fully meet commitments deriving from the best 

European practice. He said that the reforms in Serbia were aimed at changing the whole 

society, economy and improvement of citizens' life, but simultaneously there was an interest 

in seeing the recognition of the European Union for the undertaken reforms. Mr Vučić called 

on the MEPs to support Serbia, especially by recognising this reformist effort.  

 

1. Adoption of the draft agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes, as in a draft document. 

 

2. Adoption of draft rules of procedure 

The draft Rules of Procedure of the Committee were adopted without any remarks. 

 

3. State of play in the relations European Union – Serbia: exchange of opinion with the 

representatives of Office of the High Commissioner of the Union for Common 

Foreign and Security Policy, the European Commission and the Government of the 

Republic of Serbia  

Mr Michael Davenport, Head of the EU Delegation to Serbia, addressed the gathering on 

behalf of the High Representative and on behalf of the European Commission. The 

Government of Serbia was represented by Mr Nikola Selaković, Minister of Justice and State 

Administration. Following members took part in the discussion: Ms Nataša Vučković, 

Chairperson of the National Assembly's European Integration Committee, Mr György 

Schöphlin, MEP, Mr Slobodan Samardžić, Serbian MP, Mr Andrej Plenković, MEP and Mr 

Jelko Kacin, MEP. Minister Selaković enlisted decisions of the Government necessary for 

introduction of the negotiations' structure, among which were decisions on the establishment 

of the Coordination Body for the Process of the Accession of the Republic of Serbia to the 

European Union, the Coordination Body Council and the negotiation groups for each of the 

chapters.  

The European Commission's Progress Report on Serbia was summarised, including 

normalisation of the relations with Priština, reforms in the field of rule of law, the institution 

building, protection of human rights and a more dynamic approach to regional cooperation.  

The interlocutors recognised efforts of the Serbian authorities in meeting the political criteria 

and called for further reforms and their sustainability. The complexity of the EU acquis was 

stressed together with the need for time, which is necessary to transpose it to the national 

legislation. The supervisory role of Parliament in the accession process was underlined. 

Interlocutors concluded emphasising that the utmost importance needs to be given to the 

continued commitment to building democratic society, based on the rule of law and 
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observance of human rights, market economy principles and building effective state 

institutions, which are in compliance with the EU accession criteria. Members stated also that 

firm political consensus of the society for the overall integration process is necessary as well 

as the need to make the negotiations process transparent. 

 

4. Economic developments  

Ms Aleksandra Tomić, Serbian MP and Mr Laios Bokros, MEP led the discussion on the 

economy. The history of the trade and other economic relations between the EU and Serbia 

were recalled. It was stated that according to the Serbian Government the harmonisation in the 

field of customs and tax was carried out smoothly. The list and plans of different economic 

reforms were discussed. The members emphasized that reforms were undertaken in order to 

improve the life of citizens and not for the purpose of joining the EU. The interlocutors also 

discussed the negative aspects of the economic situation including the deficit, the lack of 

economic growth and high public debt. It was concluded that the productivity and 

competitiveness were of key importance for economic growth and that the unpopular 

structural reforms must be carried out.  

 

5. Improving the functioning of the rule of law: reform of the judiciary and fight 

against corruption and organized crime   

The first speakers for this agenda item were Ms Kinga Gal, MEP and Ms Jadranka 

Joksimović, Serbian MP.  It was stated that the issues of the rule of law have strong political 

dimension. The efforts of the Government in reforming the judiciary were recognised, but the 

emphasis was placed on the implementation of the adopted strategies and measures. It was 

underlined that there was a public consensus concerning reforms in field of rule of law and 

the Assembly has a key role to play in discussing the reforms on behalf of the citizens. It was 

concluded that the Assembly adopted the National strategy for judiciary reform and the 

National Strategy for fight against corruption. 

   

6. Dialogue between Belgrade and Priština  

Mr Dijana Vukomanović, Serbian MP, Mr Jelko Kacin, MEP and Mr Slobodan Samardžić, 

Serbian MP were the first speakers.  It was highlighted that the conducted Dialogue was status 

neutral, within the frameworks determined by the UNSC Resolution 1244. The progress in the 

Dialogue was welcomed, including involvement and commitment of all the stakeholders into 

the process and the recently concluded agreements on telecommunication and energy. It was 

stated that Serbia had demonstrated commitment to reach the normalisation of relations. 

During the debate the concerns were voiced on the account of ethnically motivated incidents 

in Kosovo and Metohija.  It was also underlined that the continued sufficient presence of 

international partners in the territory of Kosovo was necessary. It was underscored that 

smooth and successful implementation of the agreement was a key to maintaining Belgrade-

Priština Dialogue and progress of the European integration process.  
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7. Region's progress towards European Union membership and regional 

cooperation  

 

The first speakers Ms Suzana Grubješić, Serbian MP and Mr Andrej Plenković, MEP agreed 

that all the countries in the region have the same goals. The discussion included an exchange 

on Serbia's good economic relations with the countries of the region, including within 

CEFTA, the Energy Community and SAA. It was stated that regional and good neighbourly 

relations were the essential element of the European integration process. It was stated that 

advanced cooperation is necessary on the missing persons, refugees status, property, 

cooperation in criminal matters, and in prevention of organised crime and corruption. 

  

 8. Adoption of recommendations 

 

After a discussion and negotiations of a compromise text, the declaration and 

recommendations document was adopted by the SAPC. 

9. Any other business 

 

None 

10.  Date and place of the next SAPC meeting 

 

The chairman informed that the next meeting of the EU - Serbia Stabilisation and Association 

Parliamentary Committee should take place in the 1st half of 2014, pending further agreement 

of the two delegations. He also thanked both delegations for the good cooperation and 

expressed his hope for similarly good atmosphere during the next meetings of the SAPC. 
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Members of Eurooean Parliament 

Mr Eduard KUKAN, chairman 
Mr Marino BALDINI  

Mr Lajos BOKROS 

Ms Kinga GÁL 
Ms Anna IBRISAGIC  

Mr Jelko KACIN,  

Mr Andrej PLENKOVIĆ  
Mr György SCHÖPFLIN 

 
Members of the Parliament of Serbia:  

Mr Ivan Andrić, Co-Chair    Liberal Democratic Party 
Ms Aleksandra Tomić Vice Co-Chair  Serbian Progressive Party 

Ms Jadranka Joksimović  member    Serbian Progressive Party 

Mr Veroljub Arsić member   Serbian Progressive Party 
Mr László Varga member  Vajdasági Magyar Szövetség 

Ms Gordana Čomić member  Democratic Party 

Ms Nataša Vučković member  Democratic Party 
Mr Ivan Jovanović member  Democratic Party 

Ms  Dijana Vukomanović member Socialist Party of Serbia 

Ms Stefana Miladinović member  Socialist Party of Serbia 
Mr Slobodan Samardžić member Democratic Party of Serbia 

Ms Suzana Grubješić member United Regions of Serbia 

Ms Vera Paunović member PUPS 
Mr Milorad Mijatović member  Social-democratic Party of Serbia 

Mr Mladen Grujić member New Serbia  

 
Mr Kenan Hajdarević Liberal Democratic Party 

Ms Irena Vujović  Serbian Progressive Party 

Ms Maja Gojković Serbian Progressive Party 
Ms Jelena Mijatović Serbian Progressive Party 

Ms Elvira Kovacs Vajdasági Magyar Szövetség 

Mr Ljuban Panić Democratic Party 
Ms Maja Videnović  Democratic Party 

Ms Jovana Mehandžić Đurđić Democratic Party 

Ms Suzana SpasojevićSocialist Party of Serbia 
Mr Dejan Radenković  Socialist Party of Serbia 

Ms Donka Banović  Democratic Party of Serbia 

Mr Vladimir Ilić  United Regions of Serbia 
Ms Mira Petrović  PUPS 

Mr Branko Gogić Social-democratic Party of Serbia 

Ms Dubravka Filipovski New Serbia  
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Members of the Serbian Government: 

Mr Nebojša STEFANOVIĆ, Speaker of the National Assembly 

Mr Aleksandar VUČIĆ, First Deputy Prime Minister 
Mr Nikola SELAKOVIĆ, Minister of Justice and Public Administration, on behalf of Government of Serbia (TBC 

 

Other EU Institutions 

H.E. Mr Michael DAVENPORT, EU Ambassador to Serbia, on behalf of the High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and 

Security Policy and the European Commission 
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